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Digital Storytelling is the modern expression of the ancient art of storytelling. The 
integration of narrative with images, music, and voice using video software can give 
dimension and color to characters, situations, experiences, and insights. 
 
Tips for Creating Dynamic Digital Stories:  
1.   Remember that the story is central.  Focus first and foremost on the story. Make sure it has a 

beginning, middle, end, a main point or plot, and that the story is powerful, interesting, and 
not too long.   You should write the story before you begin adding images and a soundtrack.  

 
2. Creating a storyboard will help you break the story into manageable parts.  It will also help 

you plan images and a soundtrack that fits with the story.  Use Post-it notes or draw it out on 
paper to help you organize your thoughts and plan how you want to proceed going forward. 

 
3. If you have a laptop computer, bring it to the computer lab. That way you can bring the 

project home to work on.  Sometimes it can be difficult to transfer a digital story from one 
computer to another while you are working on it. Completing your project on one machine 
can help prevent potential problems. If you are going to use your own computer make sure 
that you are using the latest version of MovieMaker [PC] or iMovie [Mac] before you start.  

 
4. Come to the computer lab with your completed story and, if possible, at least 80% of your 

images (photos, pictures, drawings, videos, etc.). Most digital stories use all still images and 
use little or no video. 

 
5. For quality when enlarging images, a good rule of thumb is: do not use images that are less 

than 600 x 600 pixels. If you right click and select ‘Properties’ on windows and ‘Get Info’ on 
mac, it allows you to see the dimensions of your pictures.  

 
6.   Good narration requires a good microphone: This is available at WITRIC if needed. You can 

use Audacity or Garage Band to record and edit your narration. You can also record narration 
directly into Movie Maker and iMovie. 

 
7. If you can, bring your music as an MP3 file or on CD.  You can also email audio files to 

yourself.  
 
8. Go for simple before complex. The goal is to finish your digital story in real time and enjoy 

doing it.  The next time—or at a later time—you can add more details or soundtracks.    
 
9.  If you make a mistake, you can (almost always) fix it.  Don’t be afraid to try something new. 
  
10.   If you make a mistake, don’t be afraid to ask a lab monitor for help. 
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Additional Resources: 
https://wiki.uww.edu/dept/instructional/index.php/Digital_Storytelling_Resources_-
_Faculty 
7 things you should know about Digital Storytelling: 
http://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI7021.pdf 
http://www.storycenter.org 
 
 
Free Audio and Pictures: 
http://search.creativecommons.org/ 
www.archive.org 
www.sxc.hu 
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/5-resources-royalty-free-music/ 
https://delicious.com/uwwltc/digitalstorytelling+free 
www.findsounds.com 
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